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the Vatican did not regard his lecture as open to
censure.

The Council assembled in Rome in 1869.
Manning, speaking for England, although certain
of the Bishops and a large percentage of the
laity disagreed with him, was emphatic for
Infallibility. His chief supporter was Ward, a
layman, who was described as " the theocrat at
the breakfast table/5 His most influential English
opponent was Newman, who was, as usual,
guarded and reticent, but whose opinions were,
again as usual, very well known. Newman was
invited to the Council, but he declined. " I am
not fitted either by my talents or by my attain-
ments," he said. " No one would gain by my
being there, and I am not at all sure I should
not lose my life." Although Infallibility was
supported by the French Statesmen, Thiers and
Guizot, the opposition was led by the French
prelate Dupanloup, Archbishop of Orleans, who
was backed by the majority of the French Bishops,
Gallicanism being by no means dead. And
immediately before the opening of the Council
it was confidently anticipated that Fallibility
would triumph. In the early days of 1870,
apart from the Italian Bishops, there was a
definite majority against the proposed Infalli-
bility decree, and the official history of the Council